I met Professor Trillas in 1976 when he visited the Laboratory for Analysis and Architecture of Systems (LAAS) from the CNRS in Toulouse (France). At that time I was pursuing my PhD in Automatic Control at that lab under the supervision of Prof. Josep Aguilar-Martin. His visit to the LAAS was just a couple of years after he had become interested in the field of Fuzzy Sets. Coincidentally, the same year Professor Zadeh also visited the LAAS and I also had the privilege to meet him personally. Meeting these two outstanding personalities the same year changed my life. Indeed, in 1977, after completing my PhD I had the chance to go to Berkeley to study Fuzzy Systems and Artificial Intelligence under the supervision of Professor Zadeh and, after returning to Spain, in September 1980 Professor Trillas offered me a teaching assistant position at the Technical University of Catalonia (UPC) where, under his supervision, I completed a PhD in Computer Science with a dissertation on Machine Learning for Pattern Classification. After my PhD I became Assistant and then Associate Professor at the UPC collaborating with Professor Trillas and actively participating in the weekly seminars on Fuzzy Logic that he was leading at the Mathematics department. During those years, he was also the main promoter of a series of Fall Seminars on Applied Logic taking place at the beautiful island of Mallorca during the mid eighties. I have very happy memories of this series of seminars where the, then very small, Spanish Fuzzy Logic community would gather with many of our European colleagues. Nowadays, thanks to the pioneering efforts of Professor Trillas, the Spanish Fuzzy community has grown both in quantity and in quality becoming one of the top fuzzy communities in the world.
In 1984 AI research centers in Europe. Since then, well over 2000 papers have been published by IIIA members, over 80 PhDs have been completed, and over 100 research projects -including 24 European projects -and contracts with industry have been done. The total funding of these projects exceeds 20 million Euros, accounting for 40% of the total IIIA budget for all this period. IIIA researchers have received over 40 international awards and recognitions, including 15 best paper awards at international conferences, 6 outstanding PhD thesis awards, the 2012 "EUSFLAT Best PhD Dissertation" award, the 2011 "IFAAMAS Victor Lesser Distinguished Dissertation" award, and the 2011 "AAAI Robert S. Engelmore". In addition, many IIIA senior members are, or have been, members of the editorial boards of more than 30 international journals, have participated in hundreds of program committees, and are on the board of several governing bodies of international AI organizations such as IJCAI, IFAAMAS, ACP and EUSFLAT. At present, the research activities at the IIIA are structured around three departments: Learning Systems, Multi-agent Systems, and Logic, Reasoning & Search. This last department always has been and still is very active in the area of Fuzzy logic and Fuzzy systems.
